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MB. DANIEL'S ORATION.

A DMagnificent Effort, Given With
Majes.tlc Eiloquence.

TWhen Mr. Long took his seat the band
struck up “Columbia, the Gem of the
QOcean,” and as the music closed Mr. Ed-
munds introduced the Hon. John W.
Daniels, of Virginia, who delivered an-
other oration.

a

Mr. Daniels is gifted with an eminently
handsome face and a melodious, but
powerful voice. 1is gesticulation was
remarksbly graceful and his manner very
effective. His orati-n was as follows:

GOD BE PRAISED, THAT CHARACTER IS OURS FOR-
EVER,
Atr, Chairmen and Genllensn of the Conpmiise
sion?

My CousTRYNEN.—Solitary and alonein its
grandeur stands forth the charastor of Wash-
ington in bistery; solitary and alone lixe so se
peak that has no fellow in the mountain range
of greatnees. i

“Washington,” says Guizot—* Washinzton
aid the two greatest things which io poiitics
it js permitted 1o man to attempt. Ile main-
tained by peace the independence of his goun-
try which he bac conguered by war. He
founded a free zovernment in the name of the
principles of order and by re-establishing
their sway.” Washingion did indee1 do these
things. But he did more. Out of discounecied
fruzments he molded a whole and made it »
country. He achierved his country’s indepeni-
ence by thesword. Ile maintained that in-
dependence by prace as by war, IIo fioally
established both his country and its frezfom
in un enduring frame of coastitatisnal giv-
erpment, fashioned to make liberty and unton
one and jnseparable. These four things to-
gether constitute the unexampled achizes-
ment of Washington.

The world has ratified the profound re-nack
of Fisher Ames that “he chapged maakind’s
deas of politieal greatness. It has aporoved
the opinion of Edward Everett that he wai4
“the greatest of good men and the Lust of
great men.” It has feit for him with Ecskine:
“an awin! revecence.” It has attestad the
declarstion of Broughawm, that * hawis the
grestest man of bis own or of any age.” Itis
metter of fact to-day, as when Gen. TWamil-
ten, ancounciog his death to the aricy, said:
“The voice of praise would in viin endeavor
to exalt & name uprivaied in the lists of true
glory.”  America still proclahos him, as did
Col. ilenry Lee in the House ot Reprosenta-
tives. ‘the man first in war, irst io peace
and first in the hearis of his ¢ untrymen.”
And from beyond tho sea the voice of Allier],
breathingthe son! of a1l lands »nd 2ll people,
still pronvunces the biassiui: “'1fappy are you

basis of your glory the love of country dewm-
onsirated by dceds.”

Tell me. ye who have unrolied the serolis
that bear the records of the rise and fall of

3

natfons; ye tefore whate eves has movaed tho

panorama of man’s siruggles, achiscenants
and progression, find you anywhere tha story
of one whose life work is mors thin a fraz-
ment of that which in his lfe is set bsfore
you?
Conquerors,
tres over boundiess
ders ¢f empire, who have held your
dowinions in the relgn of law: ro-
formers,who have ciied aloud in the wild-r-
ness of oppression: teachess, who have striven
to cast down [alse dectrine, beresy and
cchl-m; statesmen, wtosé braina’ have
throt.hed with mighty plans for the ameliora-
tien of buman society; scat crownoed vigings
of theses. iltustrions hevces of the land, who
have borno the <t idards of siezzanl battle

who have stretched your scan-
torritories;  foua-

—come forth in bright array from vour gior - .

fhe mepumen
Unlte@ States
Itsn fittinge

t yehich “We, the peapleo! th
ave upliftel to hisoem
menr, »rere H

e

Rl

insope ore
S0 ar: bus fitly ty <
plsin lotty shaft.  Sach is his great

orly by & symboi eomicl it by reorssented
As Justiee must be Blind in order to be who!
in contemplation, so b
thar by this michiy sls
ampiitude of bet story.

It was titting that the eminant ¢it'zen who
thirty-seven years ago spoke at the luyinz of
the corper-stone should be the orator at tha
censempation of the work which he inaugr
urated. 1t was Massachusetts that strack toe
tirst. blow for independence. It was her
voice that made rpe stones of Boston to “rise
fu mntiny.” It was her blessed bload that
scaltd the covenant of our salvation, The
firmament ¢f our nationa} life she has thiekly
sown with deeds of glory,

Johu Adams. of Massachusetts, was amoiag
the first to urge the na'ne of Washington to
the Continental Congress wh=a it eoarnis-
sfoned him z3 commaader-is-chief of the
American forces. I was upon her sail
Le drew the swerd whieh was sheoathod
Yerktowe, and first gave to the buttle breeze
the thirteen stripes that tow flaat in new gal-
axies of sturs. And meet it was that hera i
the Cagital of the Repullic, at tha distance of
moere than a centary fron: irs biezh, tha elo-
auent son of that iliustrious State shsullspin
the chasm with his bridge of gold and em-
biazoen the firal arch of co:pmenors:

And 1 fanicy, too, that in A laad whero the
factiou3 tonwmes of the elder natioes are

! beirz hushed at lase, aud all rival striias
cenuzingled in the blood of broticertond, she

secomplizhed mission of America tinds faze
Bustration In the saxe descenbing tron the
pilerims crewning the hero sprurg frem the
cuvaliers.

It Las seemed fitting to you, Me. Chiirman
and azentlemel of the commission, that a
citizen of the State which was the birth plase
and the home of Washlogton, whose Howvse
of Burgesres. of which he was a member,
made the first burst of opposition against the
stamp act, althouxh less peconiarily inter-
ested therein thun thvir New Euglami brecn-
1€8. #nd was the first represeatative bodve

10 recommend 8 general eonsress of tha

colontes, «f the Ztate whozo Masvu drew that

i Bl of richts which has been catied the

Magra Charta of Ameriea; whose Jeffarsoa
wrate, whose Iichard !enrr Lee maorveld, tha
Geelorution that those colunles be *“free and
independent States;” who.e Henry conaensel
the 1evolutien inio the eleciric seateace,
“liberty or death:™ of the State which co-
mented union with the vast territorial dowrey

-out of which five States have been carved.

Laving now here soiu s ety vepresantatives:
cf that State whose Mudison was named
“the tather of the Constitution.” nud whose
Maisk:all  became its mest eanent ex-
pounder; of the State which holds within
1its bosow the saered ashes of Washington,
asd cherishes rot less 1he princinles which
otce kindled thewm with fires of lleaven de-
scerdcd—it has seemsd fitting to vou,
tlemen, that @ citizen of that Stgte shor
also he fuvited to deliver an address on this
accasion.

Would with 2il my heart that 2 worthier
oue had been your cholce, Too hizliy do [
csteem the position in which you place me
to feel aught but solema distrustiulness aud
apprebension. And who, fudeed, might not
shripk fromn-such a theatre when a Wia-
throp’s eloquenco still thrilled all hearts,
wirn Washington the theme?

Yet, in Virginiu's name, T thank you for the
henor dono her. She deservesd i, lies
theie sre when even hardihood i3 sirtae, and
1o such vntue alone ao I lay claim in veun-
turing to abide vour choice 10 bo her spokes-
man.

Nene more than her could T offend did T

. take opportunity to give her umlne exulta-

ot

who have for the sublime and perminant fem, nihilism, commuuism

i

t

'

jous fapes, and would ve be measured by tho

measure of bis stature?  Behold younat in
him 2 mere illastricus and mora venerable
presence P Stetesman, soldier, natriot. sae
referier of erecds, teacher of wrath and j

Tice, sebhlever ant preserver of liberty. the !

first nf men, founder and savior of his coun-
try. father of his peaple—thisis he, sslitary
and nnapproschable in bis grandear.

OL! felicitons  Providence that gavs to
America cur Waskington! .

High soars into the sky to-day, highee £330
the pyramics or the dome of St. Paul's or St
Peter’s—tne loftiest and wnost impoasiog
structure that msn has ever reared —bigh
soars futo the sky to whera

“Earth highest yearns to meet & star,"_

! attentive {o their Jibertivg, and if Vi

: Ruperl at Bris 3
i osterving sund muiinsus gs

Ilev forenost son does not bieloag to
Ler alone, nor does she so claim him. s
part and her part in the revolution would
bave been as nauzht but for wihat was done
so gloriausly 1y his brathess in coune! ant
in army, and by her sister colouies, wao Kept
the wmutual pledge of “ilfe, foctuno and
henor.”

New Hampshire, Wassachusetts Rhode [sian,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Poansgi-
vania, Velaware, Marglund. North Carol'na,
South Caroling, Georgia—your comrade ol
the dars that tried men’s_souli--saliates you
in honor and affection.  No laurel could he
plucked too bright for Virginia's haod to lay
upon your brows!

And ye, our younger companious, who hava
sprurg furih from the witdetness, tha praivie,
and the onrtain, and row extend your emn-
rire tothe far slopes whers your tesving
cities light their lamps by the »etd snn—
what grarcder tribute to the past, hap-
pler sssurance of the present, whai more
anspicious omens of the future conld Heavan
vouchsate us, than thoso which lise an:d
move and have their beipg in your pres-
ence’

But may I not remiod yoa that Washinzton®
was a Virginian before ho becams an Amzri-
can—to tell his countrymen thai *"The same
of Arcerican which belongs to vou ia your
pationzl capacity must always exast the just
pride of patriotism more than sny appe:lation
derived frow Joeal diseriminations?”” Al
may I ot seck the fountains from wiich
sprung o character soinstinet withlove of
corniry?

The ¥
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aritans of England, whh, from the
t Pivmouth in 31620 to the uprising
against Charles 1 in 1640, “turned o the
New W orld,” in the language of Cauning, “to
redress the bslance of the Old.”’ were quickly
followed to America by a new streant of hn-
migration thay has leit as marked an impress
upon our civilization between thesoutn At~
lsutic and the Mississippi as the sonsot th2
ilprims have mede between the North At-
aplic snd the Lakes,

\then Charles [ was beheaded in 1613, and
when his son, the seennd Chsrles, was beaten
at Worcester in 1651, roultitundes of the
;ing’s men turned their faces also to the new
land of hope; the very events which checked
the ecmieration of the Puritans to New Eag.
laxd giving impulse to the tide whicn moved
the caveliers to the Old_Dominlon. Beiween
1650 and 1670 the Virginia colony incraased
from fiftecn thousand to forty thonzaudl sonls;
and nearly one-hsif of this nunber thither
cawe within the decade atrer the execatia of
tke king and the rise ot Cromwell’s common-
weglth on the ruius of bis throue.

Intense loyalists were these new Virgioizns,
who *would defend thecrown if it bunz apoy
a bush;” and when, indeed, its sub-tan:e
vapivhed with the royal heaa that wore
it, these *“faithiul subjeets of Kime and
church' held alieziance vo ifs phantom and
to the exiled clatinant, But they were not l?-

irziaia
was the Jast of alil the eountries telonging to
Englana to submit to Cromwell, yet sha was
al: o “the first State in the worid compased of
sepurate boroughs, ifused overan extonsive
surtace, where rej resentation was organized

on the principle of universal snffrege.” Ant |

in the very terms of enrremler tothecom-
monweahh it was stipulaterd that **Fas peo-
116 of Virginiu® should have all the liberties
of the tree-born pecple of Euvgland: shouid
iptiust their business,as formeriy. to their
owan gravd assembly, and shoald remain un-
questioned tor past loyaltv to the king.

As in New England the Pilarin colony crew
speee, s0 in Virginia prospersd that of ihie
cavaliers. With the jove of landsi estates
which is an instinet of the ace, thay

lanted their homes m the fe lowlan:ds,

uilding preat houses on broad acres, sur-
rounded by ornamental grouads and zavdens.

Mimic empires were these large estates, and
a certain barorial air pervaded them. ‘trade
with Europe loaded the talles of theic pro-
prietors with luxuries; rich plate adoried
them. Mlousehold drudgeries were sevarated
irom the main dwelling. The family became
a government within itself—the mistress a
rural queen—the master a local putentate,
with hig graziers, seedman, gavdners, brew-
ers, butehers and cooks around him. Many
of the headsof famiiles were traveled and
sccomulizkied wen. ‘The parishes were minis-
tered 1o by the learned clergy of the istab-
Jished Church., 1n the old cuilere of William
ard Mary cre lonx were fonad tas resourges
ef classic education, and in the old ca
tewn of Willamsburs the winter season
showe resplendent with the entertainmeat of
a refined society.

Rarges imported from England were re-
sources of smusement sad means of frisadiv
visitations alonz the water-courses, ani
heavy coackes drawn by four oz six horses
became their mode of travel.

~Born almost to the saadie, and ta the uso
of fire-zrms, they were keen hasiiers, an
when the chase was over they 2at by groan-
ing boards and drank confusion tothe French
mwan and Spaniard abroad. snd 1o Baundhead
and Prelatist ot home. When the lurkinz and
predatory Indians became tha ohjas

of our-
suit po gpeed of bis could clude their fiery
apd gallantly-mounted cavalrs.”? }
This was the Virginiun, these the Virzinian3
of thealden time. I even juretrospset their
somew hat aristoeratic manners touch thesen-
siiive perve of a Democratic Peop\e. it mayatb
Jenst be snid of them that nothing ifke dospot-
, ov dynamite was
ever fcund amozzst them; that they cherished
above all thivgs honor and courage, the vir-

tues preservutive of all  other  virtuss:
that their Lomes _becamns tke nor-
series of men and leaders of mon

who could cope with great forces, resoive
great problems, and assert great principles,
And it is at_least trow that their habits of
though: and livine never proved more danger-
ous to “life, liberty, and tue pursuit of bappt-
negs™ than those cf others who ta later dags
cofrupt the suffrage in the rank growth o

citles: build palacesand pile up militonsamid
crowded pRupers; monopHiiza tlezraphicand
railway lines by corporate machinery; sparn
all relations to” politics save to debiwuceh its
sgencies for perzonal gain; and know na God-
dess of Liberty, und no Razle of Countrs.
savein the images which satire itseif had
stamped on the alp:iznty doilar.

In 1657, while set *a Crom=el: filleld ti
Stuart’s throne,” there eame [o Vicgluia wita
a party of Carlists who bad rebetled zsunst
him Jehn Washington, of Yerkshire, Euoglind,
who becume a mamistzats &nd menher of tha
House of Burgesse
Limse!f fn Indian ¥
Washingion on thix side s
was tho reghew of that Sir Huoe
1en Who Bed 1ed the leriora hog
tal in 361D and W
rrison, had
fenced Worcester in JG49. answariaz afl calls
for surrender that he "awalted his majesty’s
COMIRENGS."

Atut Lis progenitors had for e2ntiries. run
ring back to the Norman con¢uz:il. b:en men
of werk and fair renown. . .

Just nide and modesty of individaalty
zlike forbid the seeking from any source of i

borrowed lustre, and the Washingtoxs wers

I

|
|
|
|

rever stadious o
al . ut
droestor
end who wiil
seiktve,
self deter ¢ ’
the Washirgions have ever show
i fist or 1ebel. was ror the germ
deathlicss devotlon to ltharty ant
which soon diseanded all ancie
mighty stroke tor indepen

Two traits of the Anslo Sa
bren egualiy consplenous
thaorits: resistance o ifs o
service frem the one, even th v Chitrles
Jeariied someswhat of thesecon hien presse.!
by Jame: to an extreme reasurs he Alawesed |
“Brother, T am teo vit 10 sta i
travels,” Jumes becoming brog
ting fte bint, was s00u on
revalution ¢t 1683 o full
of Urange upon his threne.

‘The  Barens of Rauavmede N
written in thelr great ehariee the
violated any artivle thereof they she
therigtt to lesy waragain-t hi-
sgiisfaction w.s mad
which is mmost 3 3
dom of the Enpii-
beirgasked b tided the right

t sSteEne v the cnstom of
SWhich s part of The commaen jawY

Mountsins and v-les nre naiural corre
ences. A very Tempe i
skeltering the loyal eaval in ther rever-
erce for autrority.  The hiches trar of the
Anglo-Saxen was about to reccive more tien-
orable Nlasirations, and s uprose, Olvnas-
hie. i her resistance tofts abuse, =~

anad e instromenk of Providence to lead
her peog le and their brethiren, nadt b2 fived 1n
thoe days wien mythic fore invested hamaa
Teives with 2 godlike zrace, woid hve beza
shicuded inohe glory of Olvmpiw Jove.

Ore bundred and Lifty-thrie years zyo, on
the banks of the Potomac. in the connfy of
Westmoreland, on a spot marked nowoniy by
& mercorial stone—of the blood of the neoplo
wkom I bave faintly deserihed—the fourth in
descert from the Col. Jobn Washingzon whom
1 buve named, there was born s 301 to Au-
eustine znd  Mery Washington  Amd not
many mites above his birthpiace I3 the dwell-
irg where he lived and now livs burie !

Borre uron the bosom of tuae vf
here wirrars Capitol, dome atd monamental
shait in its seawnrd How, the river itself
seems to reverse its eurrent and baar us
sileptly into the part. Scareas has the vista
cf the ciry faded from our guze: when we be-
bold on the weodliand hefzht that swells above
tke waters, amidst walks and groyes and sar-
¢ens, the white poreh of that ol eolonial
plentation home which hias become the shriae
<! msny a pilgrimage.

Comrasting it, as there it stawls to-dav,
with the marblo balls that we bove left be-
hird ps. we readize the truth of Emerson:
*The atmosphere of moral seutiment i3 ave-
gion of grandeur which redu:es all maiteral
magnificenee to toys, yet opens to every
wreteh that has reason the doors of ths uni-
yerse,” -

The gu.int okl wooaden mansion, with the
stately but stinply okl-Jashioned mahozany
Turniture, real and ungarnizhed; the swords
and relics of campaigns and feenos, fam'lar
1y every £chool-bog now—the Koy of thy Bas-
thie barging in the Lal incised in glass, call-
ing to miod Tom Paine’s bapay expression:
“That the principle of the Amcrican revola-
tion opened the Bastife is no® to be doabted:
therefore the key comes to tiv> rizht plices™
the black velvet coat worn when the fare-
well address to the arms innle—thoy
reoms all in nicety of prensr a3 if ex-
pectant ot the coming hust-—we nove “T0NEsL
these memorials of days and e long van-
ished—we stand under the grear treesantd
walch the solemn river—we gaze upon tha
siinple tomb whose siience i3 unbroicen, save
by the murmur of tho waters,or the wilid
bLird's note—and we are lopad in an
atmorphere of moral gratdeur. which no
pezcuniry of moviigs meu vor splendid
(sn penorate. By the tumelus of Marathor

teen,

the Greeks have the tradicion that inthe
gloom of right may yer b heard the neighing
o ho ,and the clashor arms. In thespell
that wils o'er th of Veraon,
patr o i, lum.lr Crer, virine,

rruth seem bod
Lie realities of man's bein,
iere cmerges from the sivries inoe figare of
2 o0uth uver whose eraglz hal hevered no
star ot destiny, dantdieit a rosal crown—
0 ingenious youtb, snd one who 1w his early
duys gave auguries ot greal powers—the boy
whose stropg arm covlid it @ HIEE T o
the Ranpahanooek, who: rong will could
tame the most fiery horse, whese Just spirit
mude him the nmgire of bls h
okedient heart howed toa m
fur Ler son, and Inid
warrant in the British Navy. whis
his first ambition's diream—the st
seribing mathematical problems,
ard Lasiness forms, or listenit
and seanen of vesselsi iverastia
of “huir-breath il
the early morali hir
rilimsmatured " Lu'es for be
versation;” the surveger of sixtee
the wilderness for Lord Farl
the ground, climbing muointa
rivers, killing snd cooking b
noting in his diary solls. mines
tiong, and mmakmg mass. whichr
of nice and accurate draughn wwhip; the in-
cipent soldier stiadying tzctuwes under Adju-
{ent sfu-e, and taking lessons :n broad:word
ferce from the soldier of fortune, otd Jacod
Yan Braain—the major 2nd edjiutant general
of the Vieginia fronrier forces szt ninclecn.
We scem to see him yet ss there he stood,
mudel of manly hoz2nty in his prime. 2 man in
all that 1cakes a8 mun. ers muithoou’™s years
have be ea folfilled, standing on tie threeshobl
ot g grand career, “heariess dars before
him, und the trumpet of b
The scene chunges, Oat 1
stern adventure he Dpasses. Taking &3 nat-
wrally to the field end the ironuier as ihe
cagle to the sir. At the age of Lwenly-une he
is ridipg from Willimsburz t the French
yost at Venungo, in Wesiern Pennsyivania,
'n a miscien for Gov. Dinwiddie, which re-

purisha-

o the waorld of

H

Gu'res ‘‘courage to cope with savases anid
sagacity to nepotiate with white men"—in

-

that mission which Edwaced B z
nizes &s “the first movement of a military
pature which resulted in the cxtablishmeat of
American independvnce.” At twrniy two he
Las “fleshed bis maiden sword,” his haard
the bulietr whistle, and fouud acthing
cherming in the sound;” and soon he iscol-
crel of the Virsinia rezim-nt in the unfor-
tunate o.fair at Fort Necessity, and is com-
yelled to capitulate and retreat, losing a2
sixth of Iis commmand. [ie quits the service
on a poiot of military etiquette and honor,
but atiwenty-iiree he reappears 23 volun-
teer nid, by the sidoof Draddoek, fn theiil-
sterred  espedition  against Yort Du-
cuesne, and 13 the only motnted ofiizr un-
ceribied in the disaster. esewving with four
bullet holes threugh his garsents, and after
r ki

veretl r

Bavies hae
he~ ie youtl,
hut Leilere

The prophetic ey
row peited him out a
Col. Washing ¢ hem
Previdevee n .
Lial amanner or tote hnportant screice to
bis eountry.” Soon the prophecy is faltitled.
T)e sume Fear he isin comerand of the Vir-
inia  frerticr ardueis contliets of
virjone tor1tune: ant an
1he 20th of Novenber,
the rcduced fortrees of
where Pittsharg now stands
of industey wage the inre
meiches in with the
e pr, wped plants the B
o Ry g anins.

Thst seif-sam
wnd niisnt s
of his tiwwe, has 8¢
heiphts of  Abra
guenehed as it fit the 4
:¢a saivenders, Thy Se
céore. Tha Treweh power
Lrehen. The vast regio
ehisnies. fram the take
ing fts valley=and tributar,
the reepter of King Geo
been mmce whole fo th
Tare, tu v eome in thue the Gy

Thus, tuildicg wiser than b Ve
$pEtoe bud takin o smadl part i cherds
1the seed of a nascent paticn,  Mount Vernon
welconmies back the soldier of tweatv-seven
who bus become a name. Domestic (aiicity
spregds its charwes around Lim-with the
szgreeable purtver” whom he his taken to
his bosom. and he dreams of “more happt-
pess than he has experieaced in the wits and
tutrting world.,”  Alreads. ere abs sword had
fobnd its scabbard, the peanle of Frederiek
cornty had made him th-ir yeember cf the
Hnece of Burgesses. And the gaivt v21rs
roll by 23 tae planter, merehant and repre-
sentative superintends his farm, snips his
rosts his books. keeps hig diary, ma-
s« sehen.es of internal improvemenr. 2+
on bis hcrse and chases the fox for amu
mebt, or rides over tu Annapelis an t leads
ihe uance at the Maryiand capual, aiter-
nating between these private pursitits and
serving his people as member of the legisla-
ture: ang justice of the county court.

But ere long this banpy life i3 broken. The
air is eiectrical with tho currouts of
revolution. England has luunched forth
on ibe fetal policy of taxing her eclonies
witkcut thefr conser ‘ spirit of

b hey Titand
war of tyil—
mrard of Lis
tist flag wver 12

Woife, anothe” voung
the Wolseley

3

A-rerien has

psh-speaking
\

The

Liberty ang Resistavee iz aroused. H:J
Tle is 10th 10 part. with the mothe ! which
he still calis “lome.” But ceaf to
reasoh. The first Colonial Consress is catled.
is a dedepaic nndP rme&: to T;' ;glou‘l‘paéaé
ith H v and Pewdleton e bt
1 demey The sons of the Cavallsrs

Lexington isstrueck.
spring to the side ot
“Urhappy it ix7
swoird should be
aid that the onee bapys plain
to pe efther drerched in bleod or inhabi
slavee.—sad alternativel But how ¢
sucus ean hositate o his choleer™
cores coInmmander-in-c
torees. After avothers s
iLo feiiverer «f Lis counire.
foGerution passos away. The Con
estol d. e s twies cho
tte United States and renonnd
vice. Unce ax Moaur Vernc
shaces trcelve hi H
crowked hero now - ke
tle eft:zen, wishing
the: whole world in yease
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qulet farmer from his pleasant fields, the
loving patriaren from the bowers of home—
looks forth ard sees the work of his hanis es-
tablished i a free and haopy poopla. - Spd-
deniy comes the mortal streke with stvere
cold. The agony is soon over. ife fesls his
owndyine pulse—the hand relaxes—ho mur-
mure, It i well;” and Washiegton {8 no

more. \While yet Time had crumbiod naver 2

stoxe. nor dimmed the lustrous surface, prone

to earth the mighty columy fell.
Washington, the friend of liherty, i3 no

more! .

The solemn cry filled the universa, Am'lst
the tears of his people, the bowed heads of
kings, and the lamsntationsof the natioas,

they ]ald hin there to rest upon the banks o_f

theriver whose murmurs wera' his boghyod’s

music, that river which, risinz in mountain
tastresces, amongst the grandest works of
wature, and reilecting in its course tha proud-
est works of man, is buta symbol of his hia-
tory. which, infts cesseless asd ever widen-
ing flow, Is but a symbol of his eternal fama.

No sum could now be made of Washington’s
character that did not exhaust langaage of
its tiibutes and repeat Virtue by all her
names. Nu stincould be made of his achieve
ments that did pot unfold the history of his
country and its fostitutionas, the history of his
age and its progreis, the historg of man ani
his destiny to be free. But, whether character
or achlevement bs regirded, tne richss ba-

fore us only expose tha poverty of praisa. S)

clear was he {n bi3 great offize tiiit no idesl

of the leader or ruler can be formed that doss
not sbrink by the sido of tnereality. And so
,has he impressed himsel{ upon tne minds ot
-~ men, that no man can justly asplre to bo the
chief of a great free people who do2snot
adopt his principles and emulats bis example.
Drawing his sword from’ patriotic impulse,
without ambition and without malics, he
wielded it without windictiveness and
- sheathed it without reprozch. All that hu-
manity conld conceive, he did to smpprass
the cruelties of war, and soothe it3 sorrows.
He never struck acoward’s blow. To him
age, infancy and helplessness were ever sa-
cred. He tolerated no extremity unless to
carb the excesses of his enemy, and he never
yoisoned the sting of defeat by the exultation
of the eonqueror.

Peace ho welcomed as the heaven-sent her-
aid of Friendship; and no country has given
greater hounor than that which ho defeatel,
tor Eogland has been glad to claim himas the
gclon of ber blood; proud, like our sister

merican States, to divide with Virginia the

onor of producing him,

¥~ Fasclnated by the perfection of ths man, we
. are loth to break the mirror of admiration
~into the fragments of analysis. Bat,lo! a3
- we attempt it, every fragmeont becomes the
- mwinlatare of such sublimity and beauty that
the destructive hand can only multiply the

torms of immortality.

Grard and :mauifold as were its phases,
** _.{is yet no difficulty in understanding the
sharacter of Washington. He was no Veiled
Prophet. He never acted a part. Slmple,
al, and unaffected, his lite lies before

fair and oren manuseript. fle dis-
__d the arts which wrap vower inmys-
-y in order to magnifly it. He practiced the

profound diplomacy of truthful speech—the .

copsummate tact of dircct attention. Look-
ing ever to the All-Wise Disposer of events,
ae relied on that Providesce which helps
men, by giving them hizh hearts ard hopes,
to belp themselves with the means which
“% eir Creator has put at their service. There
_sno infirmity in his_ conduct over which
“harity must fling its veil;: no taint of selfish-
ness from which Purity averts her gaze; no
~ ' recess of intrigue that maust bo lit up
_Ith colored panegyric; no subterannean

ge to be trod _in trembling lest there La.

.d tho ghost of a burled crime.
Atruc son of nature was Gieorge Wa
° “—of naturein her brightest intell
nd noblest nould; and difliculty, 1
aicro be in comprehendiogz him, is_only that
dreviewing from a sinzle staandpoint the
t procession of those clvil and military
chievements which filled nearly half a cen-
tury of his life, and in realizing the magnitade
)f those qualities which wera requisite to
“belr performance—the difficulty of fashion-
in our minds a pedestai broad enough to
ar the towering figure, whose gveatness is
diminished by nothing but the perfection of
‘s proportions. If his exterlor—in calm,
" ave, and resolute repuse—ever impresscd
the casnal observer a3 austersand cold, it
was only beeanse he did not refiect that no
~eat heart like his could have lived un-
broken unless bound by iron nervesinan
Iron frame. The commander of armies, the
chief of & people, the hope of nations, could
not wear his heart upon his sleeve; and yet
his sternest will could not conceal its high
and warm pulsations. Under the eamemy's
guns at Boston, he did not forget to instruct
i3 agent to administer generously of charity
>0 his ncedy neizghbors at home. " The suffer-
.;8of women and_ children thrown adrift
by war, and of his bhleeding comrades,
pierced his soul. And the moist eys and
trembling voice with which he bade farewell
‘0 his veterans bespoke the underlying tea-
.erness of his nature, even as the storm-winl
makes music in its undertones
Disifterested patriot. he would receive no
.., for his military services. Refusing gifts,
'~ was glad to gaide the benefaction of a
srateful State to educate the chitdren of his
* 'len braves in the jostitution at Lexington
'hich yct bears his name. Without any of
‘he blemishes that mark the tyrant, he ap-
peared so loftily to the virtuons element in
aa, that ho almost created the qualities of
which his country nec¢ded the exercise; aad
yet he was so magnanimous and forebearing
10 the weaknesses of others. that he often
obliterated the vice of which he feared ths
consequence, Rut bis virtue was more thau
this. It wasof that daring intrepid kind that
_eizing principle with a giant's grasps, as-
_..res responsibility at any hazard, suffers
crifice without pretence of marytrdom,

€5 t0 no unworthy triumph, but must
2]l things at the polnt of clear and

3 calumay without replys--finposes supe- -
wﬂ?ﬂ. nnderstaiding on 'allpnronnd qt.

--2meless conscience, scorning all manner of
ﬁeunucss and cowardice his bursts of wrath
.1 dL Lheir exhibition only heighten our admira-
tion fer thos nobler passions which were
k;adlea by the inspirations and exigencies of
virtue.
Invested with the powers of a dictator, the
country bestowing them felt no distrust of
bis integrity; lio receiving them, gave as-
surance that, asthe sword was the last 1esort
of libcrty, so it should bo the first thing laid
astde when liberty was won. And kesping
the faith inall things, he leit mankind be-
wildered whether to admire him most for
what he was or what be would not be. Over
and abovo all his virtues was the matechless
mwankood of personal honor,to which Counfi-
dence gave in safety the key of every treas-
ure on which Temptation dared not smile, on
whbich suspicion never cast a (rown. And
why prolong the catalogue? *I1f you are pre-
sented whh medals of Ciczar, of Trajan, or
Alexander, on examining their features yon
arestill led toask what was thelr statare,
and the forms of their parsons; but if you
discover in a heap of ruin the head or "tho
Iimb of an antiGue Apollo, be not anxious
about the other parts, but rest assurod that
they are all conformable to those of a god.”
Great as a commander, it may not be said
of him as of Marlborough, that ‘*he never
formed the plan of a campaign that he did
not execute; never beseized a city thathe
did not take; never fought a battic_that he
did notgain.” But it can b3 said of him that
at the head of raw voluntesrs, hanzry to the
edge of famine, ragged almost to nakedness,
whose muniments of war were a,burlesque of
its necessitles, he defeated the trained bands
and veteran generals of Europe; and that
when he had already earned the name of the
American Fabius, destined to save anation
by delay, he suddenly displayed the daring of
a Marcollus, dt may be said that s was the
first general to employ large bodiesof light
infantry asfskirmishers—catching the idea
from his Indian warfaro, aad so developlng
it that it was copled by the Great Frederick
of Prussia and erc long perfected into the
system now almost universal, It ean besaid
of bim, as festified by Jobn Adams that it re-
quired mwore sercnity of témper, a deeper
understanding and more courage than fell to
the lot of Muriborough to ridoon the whirl-
wind” of such tempestuous times as
Washington dealt with, and that he
did nde on the whirlwind and direct
the storm. It can be said that he was tried
in & crucible to which Marlborough- was
pever subjected—adyersity, defeat, depres-
sjon of fortune borderlnz on despair. The
first battle of his routh ended in capitalation.
‘The first eeneral engagement of the revolu-
tion at Long 1sland opened a succession of
disasters and retreats. But with the energy
that remoulds broken opportunities into
greater ones, with the “firmaess of mind that
cannot be unlocked by trifies, but which when
unplocked displays a cabinet of fortitude,” he
wrenched victory from stubborn fortune,
compelling the reluctant oracle to exclaim as
to Alexander: “My son, thou art invisible.”
So did he weave the nct of war by land and
sea that at the very moment when' an elated
idversary was about to strike the final blow
or Lis country's fall he surrounded him by
_ift and far-reaching combinations, and
'wined tbe lilies of France with the Stars and
itripes of America over the rawparts of York-
.m,. And_if success bemade the test of
nerit, let it be remembered that he condncted
Je greatest military and civil enterprises of
)18 age, and left no room for fancy to divinse
1eater perfection of accomplishment,
Great fn actlon as bit he council board. the
qest horseman and knightliest fizura of his
fme, he scomed designed by nature to lead in
b bold strokes which needs must come
ben the battle lies with a sinzle man—those
critical moments of the campaign or the strifo
wher, if the mind_ hesitates, or a nerve
flinches, all is jost. We can never forgot tho
passage of the Delaware that black December
night, awidst shricking winds and great up-
heaving blocks of ice, which would have
petrified aleader of less hardy mould—and
then the feli swoop at Trenton. We behold
him as when at Monmouth he turns back the
retreating lines, and, galloping his white
charger along the ranks until he falls, leaps
on his _Arabian bay, and shouts to his men:
“'Stand fast, my boys, the Southern troops are
coming to support you'” Aud we Liear Lafay-
ette exclaim,”Never did { behold sucha man.®
We see him again at Princeton dashinz
through « storm of shot to rally the waverinz
troops; he reins his horse between the con-

geperal to the foet’—then bholts Into the
thickest fray. Col. Fltzzerald, his aid, drops
his reins and pulls his bat down over his eves
that he may not see his chieftain fall, when
through the smoke h.: reappears, waving his
bat. cheering- on h' en, and shouting:
*»Away, dear coinncl. and bring up the troaps,
the duy Isours.,” “Cuwur de Lipa™ might havo

' a3 life is greater than any theory of living, in-

~command any regource of payment.

tending lines, and cries: *Will you leave your

doffed his plume to such a chief—for a great
Enight was he, who met his foes fall tiit io the |
shock of battle and hurled them dowa with
an erm whose sword flamed with righteon3
jndiznation.

4s children pore over the pletures in thelr
books ere they can read the words aupexad
to them. so we linger with tingling blood by
such inspiring scenes, while little do we rezk
of those dark hours when the aching head |
pondered the problems of a coantry’s f{ate.
And jetthere Is a greater theatre in which
Washington appears, although pot so oiten
hus its curtain bren uplifted. . .

For it was as a statesman that Wasbington
wag greatest. Not ln the sense that Hamiiton
and Jefferson, Adam3 and Madis)n wers
statesmen, but in _a larger sende. Men may
marshal armies who cannot deill divisions.
Men may marshal nations in storn an tra-
vail who have not the accomplishments of
their cabinet ministers. Not so versed as
they was he 1o the detalls gf politicat scienca.
And yet, ashe studied tactics wnen he an-
ticipated war, 30 he studied politics whea ha
foresaw his civil role approaching, reading
the history and examining the priaclples of
apclent and modern conlederacies and makinz
notes of their virtues, defects and methods of
operation. His pen did not possess the facile
piay and classic grace of their pens, but his
vigorons eloguence had the clear riog of our
mother tongue. I will not say that hs was so
astute, s0 quick. 80 inventive as thae one or
another cf them~—that his mind was charac-
terized by the vivacity of wit, the rish color-
ings of fancy or daring flights of imagination.
Lut with bim thought and actlon, like well-
trained coursers, kept abreast in the chariot
race, guided by aneye that never quailed,
reined by a hand that never trembled. He
had a more infaliible discrimination of cir-
comstances and men than any of his contem-
poraries. He welghea factsin a jaster scale,
with larger equity and -firmer eguanimity.
He kest ap{med to them the lcszons of ex-
perience. \Vith greater ascendency of char-
acter ho held mon to their appointed tasks;
with more inspiring virtue_he commanded
more jmpliclt confidence. He bore a truer
divining rod, and througha wilderness of con-
teotion he alone was the unerring pathiader
of the people.

There can, indeed, be no right conception
of Washington that does not +accord him a
great and extraordinary ganius. [ will not
say he could have produced a play of Shakes-
peareora m ot Miiton, handled with Kant
the tangled skein of metaphysics, probed the
secreeifes of mind and matter with Bacon,
constructed a rallroad or an engine like Ste-
vhenson, wooed the electric spark from
Heaven to earth with Franklin,or walked with
Newton the pathways of tho spheres. Bat if
his genins were of a different order it was of
asrare aid high an order. It dealt with man
in the concrete—with bis vast concerns of
pusiness, stretching over a continent and
projected into the ages—with his seething
passions, with his marvelous execrtions of
mind, body and spirit to be free. lle knew
the materials he dealt with Ly intuitive pre-
ception of the heart of man—by experience
and observation of his asgiratlons aud his
powers—by reflection upon his complex rela-
tious, rights and duaties as a soclal heing. Heo
knew just where between men and States to
crect the monumental mark to divide just
reverence for authority from juet resistance
toitsabuse. A poet of socfal facts he inter-
preted by his deeds the harmonies of Justice.

Practical, yet exalted, not stumbling in the
pit as he gazed upon the stars, he would -‘put
o man in any office of consequence whose
political tencts were opposed to the measures
which the General Government were pur-
suing.” Yet he himself, by tits kingliness of
his nature, could act independently party,
retain the confidence and affections, use the
brains, aud have thrust upon him the unaun- '
imous sufirage of all parties—walking the ‘
Gizzy heights of power, in the perfect balauce |
of overifacult. , and surviving in that rarified
atmosphere which lesser frames could only
breathe to perish.

Brilliant I will not call him, If the bright-
ness of the rippling river exceed the- sdlema

lory of old ocean. Brilliant I will not call

im If darkness must be visible in order to
display the light; for he had none of that
rocket-like brilllance which flamos in instant
corruscation across the black brow of night,
and then Is not; but if a steady uuflickering |
flame, slow rlsing to its lofty sphere, high
hung in the heavens of contemplation, dis-
pensing far and wide its rays, revealiog ail |
tllinli:s on which It shines in dua proportions
and in large relations, making right, dutyand
destiny so plain that in the vision we are
searce censcious of the light—If this be bril-
lianey, then the genins of Washington was '
as foll-orbed and luminous as the god of day
in his zenith,

‘This is zenfus in rarest manifestation, and |

somuch does he who points the path of des-
tiny. and brings great things to pass, exceed
the mere dreamer of great dreams.

The work of Washington filled the rounded

veasure of his splendid facunlties. Grandly did
L3 illustrate the Anglo-Saxon trait of just re-
sistance to the abuse of power—standinz in
iront of his soldier husbandmen on the Lislds
of Boston and telling the general of ecarth’s
greatest empive, who stizmatized them as
“rebejs” and threatened them ‘“with the
ponishment of the cord” that “‘he could con-
ceive of no rank moro honorable than that
which flows from the uncorrupted choice of a
brave and free people, the original and purest
jountain of all power,” and that “far from
making it a plea for cruelty, a mind of true
magpumity and enlarged ideas would com-
prehend and respect it.” Victoriously did he
vindicate the principles of the Declaration of
Independcnco, that to socure the inalignable
rights of man ‘‘governments are instituted
amongst men, deriving their just powers{rom
the consent of the governed, and that whea-
ever any form of government bogomesde-,
structive:of these ends it is the rizht of the’!
people to alter or abolish it and to Institate
new government, laying its foundatigg-m

sne, neiple and organizing the power in
“tuch forms as Yo them shall sepm most likely |

to effect their satety and happiness.” By
these signs he conquered. And. had his eareer |
ended here, none other would have surpassed;
whaose would have equalled it?

But where the fame of so many sucesssful
warriors has found conclusion or zone beyond
only to be tarnished his took new flight up-
ward.

1f I might venture to discriminate I would
gay that it was in the conflicts of opinion that
succeeded the revolution that the greatness
of Washington most displayed itself, for it
was then that peril thickened in_wost subtle
forn s; that rival passions burned in intestine
flames; that crises camo demanding wider
reaching and more constructive facilities

than may be exhibited in war or higher hero-
jsm tban may be avouched in battle,

And it was then that the =oldicr uplifted the |
vigor of his helmnet and disclosed the counte-
nance of the sage, and .passing from the tields
of martial fame to the heights of c¢ivil achleve-
ment_ still more resplendent, became the
worid-wide statesman, like Venus in her
transit, sunk the light of his past exploitsonly
in the sun of a new-found glory.

First to perceive and swift to point out the
defects in the articles of confederation, they
became manifest to il long before victory
crowned the warfare consucted under thsm.
Charged by them with the public defense,
Congress could not put a soldier in the field,
and charged with defraying expenses, it conld
not levy a dollar of imposts or taxes, It could
indeed borrow money with the assent of nine
States of the thirteon, but what mockery of
finance was that when the borrower could not

The States had indeed ‘i)ut. a sceptre of
straw in the legislative hand of the confeder-
ation—what wonder that it soon wore a crown
of thorns! The paper currency ere long dis-
solved to nothingness, for four daysthe army
was without bread, and whole regiments
drifted from tho ranks of our hard-pressed
defenders. ‘I see,” said Washington, *‘one
head gradually changing into thirteon; I see
one army gradually branching into thirteen,
which instead of looking up to Congress as
the supreme controliing power are consider-
ing themselves as dependent upon their 10
spective States.” While yet his sword could
not slumbers his busy pen was warning the
statesmen of the country that nnless Congress
were investéed with adequate powers, or
should assume them as matter of right, we
should become but thirtcen States, pursuing
local interests until annihllated in a general
crash,the canso would be lost and the fable of
the bundle of stick applied tous.

Inrapid saccession his notes of alarm and
invecations for aid to union followed oach
other to the leading men of States, North and
South. Turning to hisown State, and appeal-
ing to George Mason: *Whero,” he exclaimed,
“where are our men of abilities? Why do
they not come forth and save the country:’
He compared the afiairs of this great conti-
nent to the mechanism of a clock, of which
each State was putting its own small part in
order, but neglecting the great wheel or
spring which was to put the whole in motion.
e summoncd Jefferson, Wythe and Pendle-
ton to his assistance, telling them that the

rescnt temper of the States was friendly to

asting union, that the moment should be im-
proved and might never return, and that
“after gloriously and successfully contendine
against the usurpation of Britain, we may fall
a prey to our own folly and disputes.”

How keen the prophet’s pen that through

the smoke of war diacerned the coming evil;
how diligent tho patriot’s hand that amidst
awful reaponsibilities reached futuroward to
avertit!
9By almost a miracle the weak confedera-
tion, *‘a barrel without a hoop.” was held
together perforce of outside pressure, and
soun America was free!
- But not yet had beaten Britain conecluded
peace—not yet had drled the blc.d of Vie-
tory’s field, ero *follies and disputes” con-
founded all thines with their Babel tongues,
and intoxicated Liberty gave loose to license.
An unpaid army with unsheathed swords
clamored around a poverty-stricken and help-
less Congress; and, grown at last impatient,
even with thelr chiof, officers high in rack
plotted insurrection, and cireulated an
aponvymous address, urging it **to appeal from
the justice to the fears of government and
suspect the man who would advise to longer
forbearance.” Anarchy was about to wreck
the arch of triumph; poor, exhausted, bleed-
ing, weeping America lay in agony upon her
bed of laurels, .

Not a moment did Washington hesitate, 1le
convened his officers, and going Lefore them
heread them an address which for home-
thrust argnment, magnanimous teaper, and
the elcquence of persunasion which leaves
nothing to be added, is not exceeded by the
£rendest utterance of Greck or Roman. A
nobler than Corlolanus was before them, who
needed no mother’s or wife's reproachful
tears to turn the threatening steel from the
gates of Rome. I’ausingas he road his speech,

grown gray in your service and now find my-
gelf growing hlind.” This unaffected tonch
¢f rature completed the master’s spell. The
jate fomenters of imsurraction gatherad to
their chief with words of veneratioi—the
storm went by—and.says Cartis in_his His-
tery of the Constitution, “had the com-
mstder-in-chiefl been other than Washingzon
the land would have been delaged with the
blaod of civil war.”’

But r.ot yet was Washington's work sceom-
plished. Peace dawned upon the weary laad,
#nd, parting with his soldiers, he pleaded
with them for unfon. *“iappy. thrice happr,
skall they be pronmonnced,” he sald, “wha
have contricuted anything in erecting this
stupendous fabric of frecdom and empire;
who have assisted in protecting the rigts of
human pature 2nd establishing an asylum for
the poor and oppressed of all nations and re-
ligiops.” But stili the foundations of the stu-

ndous fabric trembjed. and no cement held

ts stones together. It was then that, with
thickening peril, Washington rose to his high-
est stature. Without civil station to call
forth his utterance, impelled by the intrepid
impulse of a soul that could not see tho hops
of a nation perish without leaping into the

i stream to save it,he addressed the whole peo-

ple of Amerlca in a circular to the Governors
of the States: “Convinced of the importance

' of the crisis, sllence in me,” he said, “would
" beacrime. I will therefore speak thelan-

gunage of freedom and sincerity.” He set forth
the need of union in a straia that tozchead the
quick of sensibLility; he held up the citizens of
America assole lords of a vast tract of contl-
pent; he portrayed the fair opportunity for
political happiness with which -Heaven had
crowned them; he pointed out the blessings
that would attend their collective wisdom;
1hat in their fate was involved that of unborn
millions; that mutaal concessions and sacri-
fices must be made, and that supreme power
must be lodged somewhere to regulate and
govern the general concerns of the Confeder-
ate Republic, withont which the union wouald
rot be of long duration. Ard he urged that
happiness would be ours it we seized the oc-
casion and made it Our own.

In this, one of Lhe very greatest acts of
Washington, was revealed the heart’of the
man, the spirit ot the hero, the wisdom of the
sage~T might almost say the sacred inspira-
tion of the prophet,

But still the wing of the eagle (drooped; ths
%athering storms bafiled his sunward flight.

ven with Washington in the van the column
warvered and halted-States straggling to the
rear that had hitherto been foremost for per-
manent Unlon, under an efficacious constitit-
tion. And while three years rolled by amidst
the jargon of scctional and local conten-
tions, ‘‘the half-starved government,” as
Washington depicted it, “limped along on
crutches, tottering at every step.” And while
monarchical Europe with saturnine face de-
clared that the American hope of Union was
the wild and visionary notion of romance,
and predicted that wo would be to the end of
time a disunited people, suspicious and dis-
trustful of each other, divided and sub-
divided into petty commonwealths and prin-
cipalities, 10! the very earth yawned under
the feet of America, and in that very region
whence bad come torth a glorious band of
orators, statesmen and soldiers, to plead the
cause and fight the Lattles of independence,
lo! the voleanic fires of vebellion burst forth
upcn the heads of the faiikful, and the
wilitia were levelling the guus of the revolu-
tion against the breasts of their brethren.
“What, graclous God! is man?’ Washington
exclalmed: “It was but the other day that
we were shedding our blood to obtaia the
Counstitution under which we live, and now
we are unsheathing our swords to overturn
them.” But sgee! there is a ray of "hope
Maryland and Virginia had already entere
into a commercial treaty for regulating the
navigation of the rivers and great bay in
which they had common interests,
Washington had been one of the commission-
ers in its negotiation. And now, at the sug-
gestion of Maryland, Virginia had ealled on
all the States to meet In convention at Au-
napolig, to adopt commercial regulations for
the whole country. Could this foundation
be laid, the eyeg of the natlon builders fore-
saw that the permanent structurs would ere
long rise upon it; but when the day of

meetinpg came no State north of New
York or south of Virgicla was_ rep-
resenteq, and in their  helpless-

ness those assembled could only recommend
a constitutional convention to meetin Phila-
delphia in May, 1787, to provide for the ex-
lqencles of the situation. And still thick
clouds and darkness reted on the land, and
there lowered upon its hopes a nizht as black
as that upon the freezing Delaware; but
through its gloom the dauntless leader was
still marching on to the consummation of his
colossal work, with a hopo that never died,
with a courage that never faltered, with a
wisdom that never yielded that “‘allis vaan-

ity.”

gt was not permitted to the Roman to de-
spairof the republic, nor did he—our chief-
tain. It will all come right at last,” he sai?.
It did. aAnd now et the historian, Bancroft,
speak: “From this state of despair the coun-
try was lifted by Madizon and Virginia-®
Again, he says: “We come now to o week
more glorious for Virginia_ beyond any in her
annalg, or in the history of any repablic that
had ever before existed.” It was that week
in which Madison, ‘‘giving effect to hiz own
long cherished wishes, and the still earlier
wishes of Wasnington, addressing as it were
the whole country. and marshalling all the
States,” warned them *‘that the crisis had ar-
arrived at which the people of America areto
decide the solemn quettion whether they
would by wise and magnanimous efforts reap
the Iruits of independence and of Union, or
whether by giving way to unmanly jealousies
and prejudices. or to partial and trausitory
interests they would renounce the blessings
prepared for them by tha revolution,” and
conjuring them ““to-Concur in such further
_concessions and provisions as may be nsces-
sary to secure the objects for which that gov-
ernsment was instituted and made the United
States as happy in peace as they had been
glorions in war,” In such manner my coun-
trymen. Virginia adopting the words of Madi-
son and moved by the constant spirit of
Washington, joined in convoking that consti-
tutional convention, in which he headed her
delegation, and over which he presided, and
whose deliberations resulted in the formation
and adoption ot that instrument which the
Premier of Great Britain pronounces “the
most wonderful work ever struck off ata
given time by the brain and purpose of man.”

In such manner the State which gave birth
to 1he Father of his Couutry, following his

iding genius to the Union, as it had ‘fol-
owed hissword through the battles of inde-
pendence, placed hersclf at the Lead of the
wavering column,

Insuch manner Amerlca heard and hark-
ened to the volce of her chief, und now, clos-
ing ranks and moving with animated step,
the thirteen commonwealths wheeled and
faced to the future on the linc of the Union
uncer the sacred sign of the Constitution.

Thus at last was the ecrowning work of
Washington accomplished. Out of thetem-
pests of war and the tumults of civil commo-
tion the ages bore thelr fruit, the long yearn-
ingof humanity was answered. *‘Rome to
America” I8 the eloquent inscription on one
stone of your colossal shaft, taken from the
anclent Temple of Peace that once stood hard
by the Palace of the Cwsars, Uprisen from
the sea of revolution, fabricated from the
ruins of battered bastiles and dismantled pal-
aces of uphallowed power, stood forth now
the republic of republics, the nation of na-
tions the constitution of constitutions, to
which all Jands and times aud tongues had
contributed of their wisdom. And the priest-
€ss of hberty was in her holy temple.

‘When Marathon had been fought and Greece
kept free,eachof the victorious generals voted
himself to be first in honor, but all agraed
that Miltiades wassecond. When the most
memorable struggle for the rights of human
nature of which time holds record was thus
happily concluded in the muniment of their
Preeervauon. whoever elge wassecond. unan-

mour acclaim declared that Washington was

firat. Nor in that struggle alone does hostan-1
foremost. In the name of the people of
the Uniteq States, their President, their Sen-
ators, and their Representatives, and their
Judges, do crown to-day with the grandest
crown that veneration has ever lifted to the
brow of glory him whom Virginia eave to
America, who America has given to the
world and to the ages, and whom maakind
with universsl suffrage has proclaimed the
foremost of the founders of empire in the
first degree of greatness, whom liberty hor-
self has annointed as the first citlzen in the
great republic of bumanity.

Encompassed by the invlolate seas stands
to-day the American republic which he
tounded—a free Great Britain—uplifted above
the powers and principalities of the earth,
even as his monument is upiifted over roof
and dome and spire of tho multitudinous

city.

Long live the Republic of Washington! Re-
spected by mankind, beloved of all its sons,
longz may it be the asylum of the poor and op-
Presscd of all lands and religions—long may

t be the citadel oi that liberty which writes
beneath the eagle’s folded wings: “We will
deny to no man right and justice.”

Long live the United States of \merlea!
Filled with 1he free magnanimous spirit;
crowned by the wisdom; blessed by the mod-
tration: hovered over by the guardian angel
of Washington's exampie; may they pe ever
Wpreby in all things to be defended by the
blood of the brave who know the rights of
man and shrink not from their assertion;
may they be each a column, and all to-
pether, under the Constitution, a perpeatual
temple of peace, unshadowed by Civsar's pal-
zce, at whose altar may freely commune all
hWh% seek the union of liberiy and brother-

cod.

Lopglive our countryl Oh, lonz throush
the undying ages may it stand, far removed
in fact asinspace from the Old World's feuds
and follies—solitary and alone in its grand-
cur and its glory, itself the immortal monu-
ment of him whom Providencs commissionsd
to teach man the power of ¢ruth, and to
Prove to the natiens that their Redeemer

iveth,

From the very beginning he hicld the
audience with a magic spell and as one
well-rounded period followed another in
rapid succession the demonstration of
applause fron: floor and galleries showed
the enthusiastic appreciation of his hear-
ers, His eulogy upon the State of Massa-
chusetts was a_ bit of eloquence which
calied out thunders of applause and ex-
cited general admiration. When hefinall
took his seat, as the hands of the clock
pointed to the hour of 5, theaudienca
igave vent to their satisfaction in pro-

onged applause, which, when it ceased,

Leputon his epectacies and said: I have

broke out again and again, Mr, Ed-

i

munds, Speaker Carlisle and Mr. Long
warmly congratulated him. Senator

Bayard sheok him cordially by the hand "
and made a neat little speech expressing
his appreciation of Senator Brown. Rep-

resentatives Holman, Dorsheimer, Rose-

crans, Tucker, Breckenridge and many

others also pressed forward to tender their

congratulations to the eloquent orator.

After benediction by the chaplain of the

House the vast assemblage dispersed.
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