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- THE OBSERVATIONS OF 2004.— Transits of
Venus usually occur in pairs; the two transits
of a pair being separated by only eight years,
but between the nearest transits of consecutive
pairs more than a century elapses. We have
now-observed the second transit of a pair,
after which there will be no other till the twen-

ty-first century of our era has dawned upon
tho earth, and the June flowers are blooming
in 2004, hen the last transit season ocourred
the intellectual world was awake from the
slumber-of ages. and that wondrous sclentific
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actlvity which led toour presenf advanced |
knowledge was just boginning. What will |
be the state of science when the next ]
transit seascn arrives God only knows. Not ‘
even our children’s children will live to take

part in the astronomy of that day. —Nature. 1
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