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PROF. PROCTOR'S LECTURE ON THE TRAN-
- SIT OF VENTS.

Last evening Prof. Proctor delivered his lee-
ture on the “ Coming Tramsit of Venus,” at the
Cooper Institnte, before a large and attentive
audience. His clear and Incid  explana-
tions of the methods by which the transit
of this planet across the sun’s disc would be made
useful in determining many important points which

are as yet unsettled by astronomers, geve much sat-
isfaction. He explamed the different methods of
taking the requisite observations as suggested by
Halley and_Delisle, illustrating them by diagrams.
He also referred to the great iimportance of the ex-
actness of the observations to be made, as upon them

depended the estimate of =all the dimensions
of the planetary system. America, he
said,. had = done more than her  share

in making preparations for this matter, as so many
as seven stations would be occupied by N orth Amer-
ican obaervers in the northern 1égions, besides send.

ing other observers to the southern regions. The
Fath of the coming transit, and the points of view
rom which it would be observed by the argronomers
sent by the several Governments, were shown by
the aid of well-drawn maps and plans, and by the
stercoptican. He also spoke of the part he bad
taken while in Europe in urging the neces-
sity for the establishment of stations, and of
early preparatious being made in expectation of the
event, in all of which he was happily successfal.
The lecture was heard with great atiention throngh-
out, and Prof. Proctor was heartily applauded when
he closed his remarks.
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